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INTRODUCTION:  

In June of 2009, DataPath systems was contracted by the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, 
Yukon Chapter, Yukon Conservation Society, and the Tourism Industry Association of the Yukon, (the 
clients) to conduct market research on the attitudes of Yukoners on land use in the Yukon and the 
Peel Watershed region.  A plan for the future of this region is currently being developed by the Peel 
Watershed Planning Commission.   

One of the research objectives was to understand how Yukoners feel about the Peel Watershed 
region and the uses of that land and water.  It was well understood by both DataPath Systems and 
the clients that this project was controversial in nature and care would be needed to ensure that the 
research was impartial, non-leading and non-biased.  The goal for the research was to ensure the 
results were from a random and representative sample of Yukoners and that the questionnaire was 
clear and balanced.  

 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS  

This study includes quantitative data from 508 randomly selected Yukoners.  The data is weighted to 
accurately reflect the demographics of the Territory.  All research conducted by DataPath Systems 
follows the highest market research standards as defined by the Market Research and Intelligence 
Association. 

 
The results show that: 
¶ Yukoners are generally aware of Peel watershed issues; 71% of Yukoners are aware of 

discussions about the future of the Peel Watershed.   

¶ Three-quarters of Yukoners feel that the main priority for the Peel watershed region should be the 
environment, wildlife and wilderness protection.   

¶ Three-quarters of Yukoners feel that a large area in the Peel watershed that is free from industrial 
activities and roads should be created.   

¶ 75% of Yukoners want to see more protection than the Planning Commissionôs Scenario Number 
Two, which calls for protection of 55% of the Peel Watershed. 

¶ 85% of Yukoners feel that protected areas are a useful way to ensure that values important to 
them will continue to exist. 

¶ 61% of Yukoners in the private sector who value business opportunities agree that the 
environment, wildlife, and wilderness protection should be the main priority in the Peel 
Watershed. 

¶ Among Yukoners involved in Oil/gas/mining as business people, contractors, or employees in the 
past 5 years 58% rate the environment as a high priority for the Peel Watershed, and 59% 
support a large protected area in the Peel Watershed,  
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METHODOLOGY  
 

RANDOM AND REPRESENT ATIVE  

This survey includes 508 Yukoners.  All of those residents were randomly selected.  150 of the 
surveys were completed online by respondents who had previously been contacted randomly by 
phone, but who preferred to complete the survey online.  The other 358 completed the survey by 
telephone.  Based on an adult population in the Yukon of 22,370, the margin of error on the data is 
+/- 4.3% at 95% confidence levels.  The data is weighted to accurately reflect the population based 
on gender, age and community.  
 

IMPARTIAL, NON - LEADING, NON - BIASED  

Great care was given to the questionnaire instrument to ensure the questions were fair and non-
biased.  While this is due for all survey projects, several measures were added to double check this, 
and we are confident the study meets these standards. 

R First, the questionnaire instrument was pre-tested to greater extent than normal.  While all 
questionnaires are checked for clarity and flow, this one was also checked for responses to 
questions to determine if the respondent felt their attitudes were covered in the options given.  
Each and every question was tested with 8 random Yukoners to confirm the wording of the 
questions and answers were not leading or misrepresenting their attitudes.  
  

R Next a question was added to the end of the survey asking the respondent who they thought was 
sponsoring this survey.  Since this topic is polarized (in that there are essentially only 2 interests 
involved), it would be expected that in a balanced survey, fewer than one-half of the respondents 
could identify the sponsor.  The results of this question show that 46% of the respondents felt 
that an environment group was the sponsor.  Approximately one-quarter felt the survey was so 
balanced they had no idea of the sponsor and 10% felt it was sponsored by an oil/gas or mining 
group.   

 
R In addition, only one respondent complained about the survey, and in fact mis-judged who they 

thought was funding the study. 
 

 

Combined, these finding confirm the study is accurate and unbiased. 
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FINDINGS  
 

AWARENESS OF THE REG ION  

Yukoners are very aware of the region, the discussions on the future of the region and the Peel 
Watershed Planning Commission.  

¶ 90% had some level of awareness, with 71% reporting they were either very aware or somewhat 
aware of the region.  

¶ 71% were very or somewhat aware of the ongoing discussions about the future of the Peel 
Watershed.  

¶ 74% of Yukoners report that they have heard of the Peel Watershed Planning Commission.  

¶ Only 10% of Yukoners had never heard of, or were not aware of the Peel Watershed region.  
Similarly only 11% of Yukoners were not aware of the discussions that are going on about how to 
manage the future of the Peel Watershed.   
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MAIN PRIORITY FOR TH E PEEL WATERSHED 

Yukoners were asked to rate the priority they would like to manage the future of the Peel with the 
following question:  

ñSome say the Peel watershed is most important for its wildlife habitat, biodiversity, pristine rivers, wilderness character 
and cultural values. Others say the watershed contains known deposits of minerals and oil and gas, and that we need to 
explore and develop these resources for our economic future.   On a scale of 1 to 5 where a 1 means completely disagree 
and a 5 means completely agree, how would you rate the following two statements:  

o The main priority in the Peel watershed should be environment, wildlife and wilderness protection  

o The main priority in the Peel watershed should be mineral and oil & gas exploration and developmentò 

 

The majority of Yukoners think that the main priority for the Peel Watershed should be the 
environment, wildlife and wilderness protection. 

¶ 75% of Yukoners agree (strongly or completely) that the main priority for the Peel Watershed 
should be the environment, wildlife and wilderness protection.  Only 10% disagree (strongly or 
completely) 

¶ Conversely, only 12% strongly or completely agree that the main priority should be mineral and 

oil and gas exploration and development, while 66% strongly or completely disagree. 
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PROTECTION IN THE PEEL WATERSHE D 

The extent to which the Peel Watershed should be protected was explored in several questions 

asking about the size of the protected areas (if any) and the inclusion of roads.  

SIZE 

Yukoners were asked ñDo you support creation of a large area in the Peel watershed that is free from industrial 
activities and roads?ò  (yes or no) 

Three-quarters (75%) of all Yukoners responded 

that they are in favour of a large area in the Peel 

watershed that is free from industrial activities and 

roads.   

Those responding in favour of a large protected 

area, were then asked: ñThe Peel watershed includes all 

the land that drains into the Peel River. It is composed of the 

Peel mainstem and six major tributary watersheds.  The 

óconservation scenarioô produced by the Planning Commission 

would protect approximately 55% of the Peel Watershed.  

What proportion of the entire Peel watershed do you think 

should be protected?ò 

¶ Including all Yukoners (those who want a large 

area protected and those who do not), over half 

(56%) feel that at least 75% of the land should 

be protected.   

¶ A total of 78% of all Yukoners support the idea of 

more than 50% of the Peel protected from 

industrial activities and roads, and 75% support 

more than the 55% currently proposed in 

Scenario 2.  

¶ 28% of Yukoners support 100% protection of the 

Peel Watershed.   

¶ Another 22% support 50% to 74% protected.  

¶ The conservative average response of all 

Yukoners, (by including zero for those not wanting a large area protected) is protection of 64.3% 

of the Peel Watershed. 
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REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A LARGE PROTECTED AREA IN THE PEEL WATERSHED 

Residents who supported creation of a large protected area in the Peel Watershed, were then asked 

to explain why they felt this was important.  

¶ The top reasons were ñFor future generationsò ñWildlife habitatò and ñFor environmental 

protection. 

¶ This was followed by ñfor the values of the land itselfò and ñoutdoor/ wilderness recreation.  

¶ Less important were the most specific areas of ñadaption to climate changeò, ñwilderness tourism 

ñand ñhunting/fishingò. 
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PROTECTION OF YUKON LAND  

The majority of Yukoners think that the Yukon should be protecting more land than other provinces 

and territories.  

¶ 63% of Yukoners responded that the 

Yukon should have a higher percentage 

of land protected after hearing the 

following statement ñPrime Minister Harper 

Harper just announced the expansion of Nahanni 

National Park, contributing to over 20%  

protection of the land in NWT.Recent 

announcements by Ontarioôs Premier will result in 

over 30% of Ontario being protected. Currently, 

the Yukon has 13% of its land base protected.    

Compared to other Canadian provinces and 

territories, do you think the Yukon should have:   

(higher. Same, lower percentage). 

¶ Another 27% felt it should be about the 

same as others, and only 6% felt is 

should be lower.  

When asked what percentage of the Yukon 

wilderness they would like to see protected 

from industrial development, 94% 

responded with a proportion over the current 

level of 13%.  

The most common responses were between 

31% and 50% of the Yukonôs wilderness 

land. 

¶ This is followed by both 21% to 30% and 

51% to 75%.  

¶ Only 4% responded that 13% or less is 

they preference. 

¶ The average preference was for 

protection of 49% of the Yukonôs 

wilderness land.  
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ROADS 

ACCESS 

The majority of Yukoners (91%) feel that road access should be limited or not allowed anywhere in 
the watershed.   

¶ 41% of Yukoners responded that 
road access should not be allowed 
anywhere in the Peel watershed. 

¶ 50% felt that roads should be 
allowed in some parts of the Peel 
watershed but not in any river 
corridors or important wildlife and 
wilderness areas. 

¶ 9% supported roads being allowed 
everywhere in the Peel watershed 
where necessary for mining and oil 
and gas development. 

 

 

 

IMPACT 

In general, Yukoners are concerned about the short and long term impacts of roads in the 
watershed.   

¶ 72% of Yukoners agreed with the 
statement ñRoads in the Peel would 
have a major impact on the health 
of the wildlife populationsò. 

¶ Looking to the future, only 20% 
agreed that ñRoads built for mining 
and oil and gas development in the 
Peel watershed are likely to be 
physically removed and reclaimed 
to their original state when the 
project is finishedò. 

¶ 77% agreed that ñRoad access in 

the Peel will lead to more industrial 

development in the long termò. 
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APPROPRIATE ACTIVITIES & INDUSTRIES  IN THE PEEL WATERSHE D 

APPROPRIATE ACTIVITIES IN THE PEEL WATERSHED 

Both First Nations traditional cultural activities 

and scientific research have nearly complete 

support by Yukoners.  

¶ Tourism in general (82%) and guided 

outfitting hunting and fishing (75%) have 

strong support of Yukoners.  

¶ Fewer than one-third support mining 

(31%) or oil and gas exploration (30%). 

o Slightly over half feel that mining (54%) 

and oil and gas exploration (57%) 

should not be allowed.   

Those unsure are not shown on this graphic.  

MANAGEMENT 

Yukoners are significantly more likely to feel 

that tourism, including guided outfitting and 

wilderness tourism can be managed responsibly, 

compared to mining.  

¶ Approximately two-thirds of all Yukoners 

agree that tourism can be managed for little 

or no harm to the land, water or wildlife, and 

that wilderness tourism is compatible with 

long term health for the Peel. 

¶ Conversely, one-half to two-thirds of 

Yukoners feel that mining cannot be 

managed to do little or no harm, that the 

quality of the wilderness could not be 

restored and that mining is not compatible with the long term health of the Peel Watershed.  
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PLANNING  IN THE PEEL WATERSHE D 

Yukon residents were asked the level of influence which should be given to both First Nations groups 

and those with mining claims in the planning of the future of the Peel watershed.  

FIRST NATIONS INFLUENCE ON PLANNING THE PEEL WATERSHED 

¶ 64% of Yukoners felt that the First Nations should have complete or strong influence on the 

decisions determining the future of the Peel Watershed. (only 4% felt First Nations should have 

no influence).   

MINING CLAIMS INFLUENCE ON PLANNING THE PEEL WATERSHED 

 

¶ 13% of Yukoners feel that mining claims should have complete or strong influence.   
¶ One third of Yukoners (32%) feel that mining claims should have no influence on the decisions 

made. 
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FUTURE OF MINING  CLAIMS IN THE PEEL  WATERSHED 

TENURE & COMPENSATION 

Given the information ñThere are over 10,500 existing mining claims in the Peel Watershed, 8000 of which were 
staked after land use planning began four years agoò Yukoners were asked: ñIf a significant protected area is created in 
the Peel Watershed, which of the following do you think should happen to existing mining claims in the protected area?ò 
 
The majority of Yukoners (58%) felt that all claims in the protected area should be removed, but only 
those staked prior to the start of land use planning should be compensated.  

¶  Combining the options which included removing all the claims in the protected area, (options 1, 2 
and 6 in the chart) 77% of Yukoners recommended removing the claims.  

¶ Options which included allowing some claims (either based on age or case by case review or with 
tighter regulations) showed that 3% supported allowing some, but not all claims in the protected 
area.  

¶ 15% support allowing all claims to continue and be developed.  
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FREE ENTRY 

 

Free Entry was defined as:ò 78% of the 
Yukon is available for staking mining claims, 
including much private property and land 
within community boundaries.  Staking a 
claim typically leads to the right to develop 
that claim into a mine.  This system is known 
as ñFree Entryò. 

In the Yukon : 

¶ The majority (64%) believe this 

percentage of 78% is too high.   

¶ 15% do not know if this is too 
high, too low or about right.  

 
In the Peel Watershed:  
When asked: ñThinking about the Peel 
Watershed, do you think that this current 
system of ñFree Entryò staking by 
prospectors and mining companies should: 

o Be allowed in all of the Peel watershed 

o Not be allowed in certain parts of the 
Peel watershed 

o Not be allowed anywhere in the Peel 
watershed 

 

¶ 92% of Yukoners believe Free 
Entry should either be allowed in 
only certain parts (50%) or not 
allowed anywhere (42%) in the 
Peel Watershed. 
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URANIUM MINING  

The majority of Yukoners (87%) feel that uranium mining should be limited or not at all allowed in 

the Yukon.  

¶ Most Yukoners (51%) feel 

uranium mining should not be 

allowed in certain parts of the 

Yukon.  

¶ 11% feel it should be allowed in 

all parts of the Yukon. 

When asked if uranium mining 

should be allowed in the Peel:  

¶ 65% Yukoners replied No.  

¶ 18% felt this should be 

allowed 

¶ 17% were unsure 
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LIFESTYLES 

 

VALUES 

 
The vast majority (85%) of Yukoners feel that 
protected areas are a useful way to ensure that 
values important to them will continue to exist.  
 
The most important values to Yukoners when 
considering their choice to live in the Yukon are 
more often related to the environment (5 of 
the top 6 items) than any other reason.   

¶ Lots of natural areas (89% report this as 
important)  

¶ Abundant wildlife (88%)  

¶ Wilderness (87%) 

¶ Family/community (87%) 

¶ Pristine environment (85%) 

¶ And opportunities for wilderness recreation 
(84%) 
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VOTING 

90% of Yukoners feel that 

their vote in the next 

Territorial election will be 

influenced by the partyôs 

environmental policies.  

¶ Nearly half (49%) feel 

environmental policies will 

strongly influence their 

vote.  

¶ Most Yukoners (65%) 

who felt their vote would 

be influenced are in 

support of a strong 

protection policy for the 

Peel Watershed.  

PARTICIPATION IN RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

Among Yukoners: 

¶ 34% are involved in 

wilderness tourism 

¶ 25% have volunteered or 

donated to an environmental 

organization 

¶ 19% have been involved in 

oil/gas/mining 

¶ 16% have been involved in 

wilderness tourism as a 

business, job or contract. 
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DEMOGRAPHICS  

The demographics for respondents in this study are all weighted to accurately represent the 

population of the Yukon, based on Bureau of Statistics data.  Therefore:  

¶ 26% are under the age of 35, 38% are 36 to 50 years old and 36% are over age 50. 

¶ 48% are male, 52% female 

73% live in Whitehorse 


