CPAWS Calls For
Protection of Three Rivers
and Launches New Book
Celebrating This Great
Boreal Wilderness

( : PAWS-Yukon has announced

bold recommendations for con-

servation and new protected
areas in northern Yukon’s Peel River
watershed. The conservation proposal
was presented Nov. 8 to the Peel
Watershed Regional Planning Com-
mission which is accepting public
comment on the future of the region.

The same week, CPAWS launched
a new book featuring stunning
photography, art works from the
traveling national exhibition, and
essays by local authors and prominent
Canadians such as Margaret Atwood,
John Ralston Saul and Brian Brett.
Read more about the book in this
issue.

By Juri Peepre

Our goal is to protect and
conserve the globally
important boreal wilderness
of the Three Rivers...

PETER MATHER

Towering canyon walls at Mt. MacDonald, highest peak
in the Peel watershed.

For more than a decade, CPAWS-
Yukon and its partners have worked
on conservation assessments, raising
public awareness about the awe-
inspiring wilderness of the Wind,
Snake and Bonnet Plume watersheds,
known as the “Three Rivers.”

“Our goal is to protect and
conserve the globally important
boreal wilderness of the Three Rivers
and to keep the greater Peel watershed
healthy,” said Jim Pojar, executive
director of CPAWS-Yukon. “Yukoners
value free ranging caribou, the
majestic grizzly bear, and the privilege
of living in the midst of one of the
world’s great remaining wild places.
We need the foresight to protect entire
watersheds such as the Wind, Snake
and Bonnet Plume.”

To achieve this goal, CPAWS
proposes a wilderness area in the
Three Rivers watersheds, including
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territorial park protection for the
Snake River drainage. Conservation
zones elsewhere in the Peel watershed
will protect critical wetlands, sensitive
river corridors and other important
biological and cultural features.

“For too long, the Yukon Party
government has ignored what many
Yukoners value most—clean water,
plentiful wildlife and protection of
our magnificent wildlands. Day after
day, we hear only about grandiose
schemes for more roads, railways
and pipelines—but on the topics of
conservation and protected areas,
so vital to our economic future and
well-being, the government is silent,”
added Juri Peepre, Three Rivers project
coordinator.

Said Pojar: “Successive Yukon
governments have sold off resource
development rights in the Peel region
at bargain basement prices—all in
advance of land use planning. Even
with the Planning Commission up
and running, the government pro-
poses to open the entire watershed
for oil and gas exploration at the
behest of industry. We think it’s time

sl

Moose at McClusky Lake, Wind River.

to counter this lopsided thinking with
a bold and even-handed conservation
vision that safeguards our inheritance.
We look to the Land Use Planning
Commission as the best hope to
achieve that goal.” ®#
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A Common Vision

newly elected board of directors. We are

all avid wilderness travelers and out-
door enthusiasts, and we all share concerns
about the long-term integrity of the Yukon’s
wildlands. Our personal experiences of wil-
derness have shaped our communal views
of the land. We bring to CPAWS eight
unique perspectives from which we are
forging, along with CPAWS staff, a com-
mon vision for protection of representative
ecoregions and key areas of the Yukon.
We have each witnessed what unchecked
industrial development has done to natural
landscapes in Canada and overseas, and
we are determined that the Yukon will not
meet the same fate.

Scott Herron is a conservation biologist
and environmental scientist working for
the Canadian Wildlife Service. Much grati-
tude to Scott, our past president, for all his
good work.

Mike Dehn is a wildlife biologist. He has
taught wildlife management and conserva-
tion at Yukon College, and has worked on a
variety of large and small mammal research
projects. Mike also has experience as an
economist.

Iwould like to introduce CPAWS-Yukon's

Scott Kerby and Scott Henderson are
both high school teachers and committed
educators.

Mark Radke is a lawyer. He has worked
in private practice as well as for the federal
government. Mark brings his knowledge of
how the legal process can advance environ-
mental issues.

Don Reid is a wildlife biologist working
for the Wildlife Conservation Society. He
has been working in academic, non-govern-
ment and government sectors for 25 years,
both in western and northern Canada as
well as internationally, on wildlife habitat
and species inter-relationships.

Katharine Sandiford is a freelance writer,
communications expert and environmen-
tal program coordinator. She is currently
working on climate change education and
outreach.

I am the owner/operator of a wilderness
tour business called Sila Sojourns and have
been guiding CPAWS trips down the “Three
Rivers.” I share my love of wild landscapes
through guiding, writing and photography.
I have a BSc in wildlife biology and have
worked on a variety of research projects
across the North and overseas. @

The Value of Wilderness - An

Editor's Note

BY LAUREL JENKINS

hile looking through a box of my
dear departed father's belong-
ings this summer, I came across

a scroll of parchment paper with beautiful
blue and green calligraphy on it. The writ-
ing is a poem by Henry David Thoreau
called “The Wilderness” from Walden. I felt
my Dad'’s spirit smiling at me as I retrieved
this gift and reminder representing some-
thing invaluable that he embodied for me
in his life. He showed me the value of the
wilderness to him, guided me to notice the
intuition of its value to me, and to recog-
nize its value to me.

I put my father’s scripture up on the wall
near my desk as an invocation for what's
important in my life. I also thought of it as
an invocation for submissions to the next
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CPAWS-Yukon newsletter.

By gum, it worked. I hadn't voiced the
invocation to anyone but the first three
contributors I read for this edition—Diana
van Eyk, Theresa Gulliver and Jim Pojar—all

Near Mt. MacDonald on the Snake River.
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CPAWS YUKON

506 Steele Street, Box 31095

Whitehorse, Yukon

Y1A 5P7

Tel: (867) 393-8080

Fax: (867) 393-8081
Email: info@cpawsyukon.org
Web: www.cpawsyukon.org

OUR MISSION
To protect the Yukon's wilderness,
waters and wildlife through an inter-
connected system of protected areas
and conservation lands;

To promote awareness, understanding

and enjoyment of the inherent values

of Yukon wildlands through education
and experience;

To encourage all levels of govern-
ment to fulfill their conservation and
protected areas commitments;

To work in cooperation with other
organizations and individuals in
meeting conservation goals.
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