outfitting concessions

In the Yukon, non-resident hunters cannot hunt
big game animals unless they are outfitted by a
licensed outfitter and accompanied by a licensed
big game guide. Canadian non-residents may
also be guided by a Yukon resident holding a
special guiding license. Big game animals
include moose, caribou, mountain sheep,
mountain goat, black bear, grizzly bear, wolf,
coyote and wolverine (Yukon Dept. of
Environment website).

Yukoners have guided non-resident hunters in
the territory since 1912 (Yukon Outfitters’
Association website). One of the well-known
outfitters of the early years was Louis Brown,
who guided extensively throughout the Peel
River watershed (Brown, 1971). Many of the
horse/hunting trails identified on Map 25 were
established by Louis Brown and recorded on a
map on the inside cover of the book “Yukon
Trophy Trails”, written by his wife, Dolores
(Brown, 1971).

In 1958 the current system of outfitting
concessions was set up, with assistance from
famous guide Johnny Johns, who drew many of
the concession area boundaries (Yukon
Outfitters’ Association website). At the moment
there are 18 active concession areas in the
Yukon operated by registered Yukon outfitters.
Five of these concession areas fall within the
Peel River watershed. Only one outfitter is
allowed to operate in each area.

Outfitting in the Yukon is a long-term business,
often family-oriented. Many are involved in the
business for the way of life and enjoyment of
the outdoors. For the industry to maintain itself,
healthy populations of wildlife are required.

In the Peel River watershed, outfitters walk their
horses over trails into their base camps in the
spring and back out to Mayo or the Dempster
Highway in the fall. Clients fly in by float plane
or, in the case of concession #3 via a road. Base
camps are located near most of the major lakes,
including Fairchild Lake, Bonnet Plume Lake and
Goz Lake. Numerous smaller camps are located
throughout the watershed.

OUTFITTERS WITHIN THE PEEL WATERSHED

Concession #2: Blackstone Oultfitters Ltd..

This concession includes parts of the
Blackstone, Ogilvie and Hart Rivers in the Peel
River watershed. Hunting is done on horseback,
by riverboat, on foot and with pack dogs. There
are a number of cabins throughout the
concession areas that are used as base or
stopover camps. Dall sheep, Fannin sheep,
moose, barrenground caribou, bears, wolves
and wolverines are all hunted.

Concession #3: Pete Jensen Outfitting

This concession is in the Ogilvie Mountains
northeast of Dawson. It includes part of the west
Hart River in the Peel River watershed. A base
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camp is accessible by road and from there the
hunting areas are accessed on horseback. There
are cabins scattered throughout the concession
area. Hunting for sheep, both Dall and Fannin, is
done on horseback and foot. Barrenground
caribou, moose and grizzly are also hunted.

Concession #4: Midnight Sun Outfitting Ltd.
This concession includes the western side of the
Wind River watershed and a large part of the
Hart River watershed, as well as further to the
south parts of the Klondike and McQuesten
River watersheds. Species hunted include Dall
sheep, Fannin sheep, moose, caribou (both
woodland and barren-ground), grizzly bear,
black bear, wolf and wolverine. The outfitter has
a number of spike camps throughout the area.
Hunts are done by horseback, backpack, river
boat and canoe. This outfitter also offers other
activities such as hiking, biking, fishing, skiing,
wildlife viewing and watching the northern
lights.

Concession #5: Bonnet Plume Oultfitters Limited
This concession includes the headwaters of the
Wind River and the middle reaches of the
Bonnet Plume and Snake Rivers. Bonnet Plume
QOutfitters offer Dall sheep, moose and caribou
hunts. In early August the focus is on Dall
sheep, although caribou and grizzly bear may
also be taken. The mountains where sheep live
are accessed by horses and aircraft, but the
hunt takes place on foot. In late August and
September the focus switches to moose, which

are hunted from boats or on horseback. Black bear,
wolf and wolverine can also be taken.

Concession #6: Widrig Outfitters Ltd.

This concession includes the headwaters of the
Snake, Bonnet Plume and Nadaleen Rivers. Chris
Widrig has owned this concession in one of the
remotest parts of the Peel Watershed since 1986.
The main species hunted by this outfitter are
moose, Dall sheep and caribou, although grizzly,
wolf, black bear and wolverine are also sought.
Fishing for lake trout and grayling is also part of
his outfitting trips. Hunters are based out of two
major base camps, at Bonnet Plume and Goz
Lakes. Hunts are conducted on horseback.
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